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COVID-19 and the Labour Market 
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Queensland’s labour force –Jan 2021

Labour 
force status

Change over 
month

Employed people 2,582,200 0.1%

Unemployed people 193,806 -7.2%

Unemployment rate 7.0% -0.5 pts

Underemployment rate 8.6% 0.1 pts

Participation rate 66.3% -0.4 pts



The effect on industries

Industries
Employment ('000s)

Nov 2020

Change in Payroll 

Jobs

Dec 2020

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 15.8 -4.2

Financial and Insurance Services 12.1 4.5

Public Administration and Safety 5.6 3.8

Mining 3.6 -5.1

Wholesale Trade 2.9 -1.7

Education and Training 1.4 -11.1

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services 1.2 -1.3

Manufacturing 0.8 -5.6

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 0.6 -2.6

Health Care and Social Assistance 0.4 -1.2

Retail Trade -2.3 2.3

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services -3.8 -1.2

Construction -4.6 -3.4

Transport, Postal and Warehousing -6.0 -6.2

Information Media and Telecommunications -7.5 -11.6

Other Services -10.8 -4.5

Administrative and Support Services -12.6 -2.6

Accommodation and Food Services -13.7 -10.3

Arts and Recreation Services -17.2 -4.7



Anticipating Future Skills 





Employment and growth (%), 2020 to 2024

COVID-19 scenario: 2,712,195Baseline: 2,728,883

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Baseline COVID-19 scenario
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Employment in health-related occupations by 2024

Occupation
Employed in 

2024

Change -
2020 to 

2024 (%)
Occupation

Employed in 
2024

Change -
2020 to 2024 

(%)

Registered Nurses 73,093 13.9 Ambulance Officers & Paramedics 4,603 10.8

Aged & Disabled Carers 46,249 12.2 Occupational Therapists 4,007 15.1

Nursing Support & Personal Care Workers 24,861 14.5 Dental Practitioners 3,794 16.4

General Practitioners & Resident Medical Officers 17,106 17.3 Social Professionals 3,034 16.4

Welfare Support Workers 13,516 6.4 Audiologists & Speech Pathologists \ Therapists 2,596 15.0

Dental Assistants 8,764 15.0 Specialist Physicians 2,182 17.2

Psychologists 8,261 18.9 Other Health Diagnostic & Promotion Professionals 2,109 13.9

Social Workers 8,005 16.5 Nurse Educators & Researchers 2,027 13.4

Medical Technician 6,891 6.9 Dental Hygienists, Technicians & Therapists 1,933 11.3

Physiotherapists 6,821 16.2 Surgeons 1,857 17.4

Medical Laboratory Scientists 6,256 13.1 Optometrists & Orthoptists 1,813 16.3

Enrolled & Mothercraft Nurses 6,128 10.5 Nutrition Professionals 1,796 15.4

Practice Managers 6,113 10.6 Complementary Health Therapists 1,762 16.1

Occupational & Environmental Health Professionals 6,105 9.2 Chiropractors & Osteopaths 1,359 16.6

Pharmacists 5,381 12.1 Podiatrists 1,284 16.3

Other Medical Practitioners 5,081 17.3 Diversional Therapists 1,219 10.1

Medical Imaging Professionals 5,055 16.4 Anaesthetists 1,092 17.3

Midwives 5,013 14.1 Psychiatrists 884 16.8

Massage Therapists 4,999 10.6 Special Care Workers 766 10.9

Health & Welfare Services Managers 4,882 14.7 Indigenous Health Workers 394 9.4

Nurse Managers 4,668 13.8
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Staying connected

Follow us on
LinkedIn

Subscribe to
our eNews

Find us on
Twitter


