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/ƻǾŜǊ ŀǊǘ άKangaroo Dreamingέ ōȅ  

Aunty Venus Rabbitt, Wakka Wakka people, Cherbourg. 

Aunty Venus is an artist and storyteller. Her father was a Wakka 

Wakka storyteller and she learnt her story telling and artistic skills 

from him.  Aunty Venus has exhibited her artwork in many places 

around the world ς from Brisbane to Bangkok.  She is a great 

storyteller and has assisted in the production of many of the local 

.ǳŘōǳǊǊŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƳǎΦ  Aunty Venus loves working 

with children and regularly volunteers at Cherbourg State School and 

also runs many of the art workshops for children at the Yidding 

Artists studio. 

Aunty Venus was working on this painting when we visited her in 

Cherbourg.  It depicts her three Elders ς her father, grandfather, and 

great grandfather - strong men who mean a lot to Aunty Venus who 

encouraged her to paint from an early age.  
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CheckUP staff visited Cherbourg in late-February 2016 

as a follow-ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀǘŀǊŀŎǘ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ άōƭƛǘȊέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ 

taken place in Roma earlier that month.  One of the 

people we met in Cherbourg was Aunty Venus Rabbitt, 

who had had cataract surgery in Roma.  Since the 

cataract surgery, Aunty ±ŜƴǳǎΩ ǎƛƎƘǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

improved and she is able to paint again.  As Aunty 

±Ŝƴǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΧŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭέΦ 

A video of our visit to Cherbourg to meet Aunty Venus 

can be viewed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxmqfpPNhX4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxmqfpPNhX4
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Dancer from Nunukul Yuggera Aboriginal Dance Troupe, 
CheckUP Outreach Symposium, November 2015 
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άThe RAP program is one of our flagship programs.  It 
is built on a simple philosophy that relationships and 
respect are essential to creating sustainable 
opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. Studies show RAPs are working; they are 
changing att itudes and workplace culturesέ. 
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